
Quarter 2 American Studies In-Class Essay: Preparation and Prompts 

 

Preparation: 

Please read the provided texts and follow the guidance for using the  links on this document. 

● Start by reading the story Cabin Fever from a 2013 edition of Smithsonian magazine.  

● Smithsonian Link  

● https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/one-mans-epic-quest-to-visit-every-former-slave-dwelling-in-

the-united-states-12080/ 

●  

○ Jot down about 8-10 thoughts and observations based upon your reading. 

■ You are welcome to highlight. 

● Next, carry out the following journey to learn more about lynching through the website of 

the Equal Justice Initiative: 

○ https://lynchinginamerica.eji.org/’ 

■ Once you reach that location, watch the video “Uprooted.” Jot down some 

notes and thoughts as you do so or afterwards-- about 8-10 bullet points of 

observations, or a specific paragraph 

● Visit the map at the EJI site: 

○ https://lynchinginamerica.eji.org/explore 

■ Think about what you are seeing and take some notes about what the map 

teaches you (about 8-10 bullet points) 

● At the same EJI site, listen to the narratives: 

○ https://lynchinginamerica.eji.org/listen 

■ Think about what you are hearing and record some notes of details and 

observations, about 8 - 10 bullet points or a specific paragraph. 

Essay Prompts: 

Choose one of the prompts and write an essay of approximately 650 - 700 words in response. 

A. What is one or more common themes that have emerged for you as you have learned 

about the history of lynching in America? Identify and explain the theme(s) that stands 

out and how details from the stories and map support what you are framing as a unifying 

principle that emerges from this learning experience. Please explain your thoughts. 

B. Consider and explain how the story of Joseph McGill Jr.’s journey and the stories from 

the EJI website can be viewed as a quest to deepen one’s understanding of identity of 

heritage and family. Why is such a journey valid for the individuals partaking of it? Can 

such a journey provide healing? Please explain your thoughts. 

C. One of the challenges each individual faces is being outside of another’s experience, 

whether historically, culturally, socially, etc. It is through stories-- stories being part of 

history--that one who is outside can potentially enter inside, gain an understanding, if 

second-hand, of another person’s or people’s experiences that are formative and essential. 

Has what you have learned provided you with more of an inside pathway to comprehend 

and care about the historical fact that lynching took place in the United States? Do you 
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believe that learning pathway is one that should be included in a curriculum on American 

history? Please explain your thoughts. 

 

 

 

 


